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TITLE 16. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 20. VETERINARY MEDICAL BOARD 

 
FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 

 
Hearing Date: The Veterinary Medical Board (Board) did not receive a request for a public 
hearing; therefore, a public hearing was not held. 
 
Subject Matter of Proposed Regulations: Animal Control Officer and Humane Officer 
Training 
 
Section(s) Affected: Section 2039.5, Article 4, Division 20, Title 16 of the California Code of 
Regulations (CCR) 
 
Updated Information 
 
The information contained in the original Initial Statement of Reasons is updated as follows: 
 
Underlying Data 
 
None. 
 
The Board issued a 15-day Notice of Modified Text to make minor, technical changes to correct 
referenced sections and technical changed in certain subdivisions. 
 
Local Mandate 
 
A mandate is not imposed on local agencies or school districts.   
 
Small Business Impact 
 
These regulations will not have a significant adverse economic impact on businesses. 
 
Consideration of Alternatives 
 
No reasonable alternative which was considered or that has otherwise been identified and 
brought to the attention of the Board would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for 
which it was proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private 
persons than the adopted regulation or would be more cost effective to affected private persons 
and equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or other provision of law. 
 
Senate Bill 1500 (Stats. 2012, ch. 598 § 1.5) amended Penal Code Section 597.1 to specify the 
Board approve animal control officer or humane officer training to administer tranquilizers 
containing a controlled substance. The adoption of CCR section 2039.5 is the only regulatory 
provision identified by the Board that assures uniform training and necessary protection of the 
health and safety of a wild, stray or abandoned animal when an animal control officer or 
humane officer seeks to administer tranquilizers containing a controlled substance. 
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Objections or Recommendations/Responses 
 
The following recommendations and/or objections were made regarding the proposed action: 
 
Comments Received During the August 26, 2016 through October 10, 2016 45-Day Comment 
Period: 
 
The Board did not receive any written comments. 
 
Comments Received During the March 21, 2017 through April 4, 2017 15-Day Comment 
Period: 
 
Comment dated March 17, 2017 (Wildlife Health Center, University of California, Davis): 
“Dependent on the species being studied, it is often necessary to immobilize the animals in 
order to accomplish study goals (sampling, measuring, marking, etc.). It is not possible, nor 
economically feasible, for a veterinarian to be at every remote location where wildlife 
immobilization needs to occur, or to be there throughout the time a project may be conducting 
capture activities.” 
 
“I believe that veterinarians working for academic, non-profit, or governmental agencies, and 
conducting wildlife research under Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC)-
approved protocols, should be able to legally train and direct wildlife biologists to use controlled 
drugs for wildlife immobilization.” 
 
Staff Response: The comment falls outside of the noticed comment period and is not relevant 
to the proposed language. Additionally, the Board does not have authority over wildlife 
research. 
 
Finding of Necessity 
 
The proposed regulation does not require licensees to submit a report. 
 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		aco_training_fsr.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
